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ESRA, founded in 1972 and based in the 15th arrondissement of Paris, is a private higher education 
institution dedicated to training professionals for careers in cinema, audiovisual production, sound, 
and animation, both for students in initial education and for those pursuing professional training. 
 
ESRA (Paris) is part of the ESRA Group, which currently includes five schools demonstrating strong 
national, European, and international commitment: 

• three in France – in Paris, Rennes, and Nice/Cannes; 
• one in Europe – in Brussels; 
• one in the United States – in New York 
 

The ESRA Group is fully involved in the audiovisual ecosystem (cinema, television, animation, etc.), 
the music sector, and live performance. In particular, it participated in the government call for 
projects “La Grande Fabrique de l’Image” under the France 2030 Plan, led by the Ministry of Culture 
and the CNC (National Centre for Cinema and the Moving Image). ESRA was selected as a laureate 
to help make France “the leading country for film shoots and digital production, in a context of strong 
growth in demand for works in cinema, audiovisual media, and video games, and the need to 
strengthen the sector’s cultural and industrial independence.” (Source: CNC). 
 
ESRA has had a strong presence in its ecosystem for many years and is committed to offering a rich 
and accessible range of training programs for diverse audiences that match the needs of the market, 
in order to train both current and future generations of talent. 
The institution offers four initial training programs recognized by state-accredited diplomas: 

• Higher Diploma in Audiovisual Directing (DESRA) – Level 6 
• Higher Diploma in Sound Engineering (DESTS) – Level 6 
• Higher Diploma in Animation Film (DESFA) – Level 6 
• Diploma of Advanced Cinematographic Studies (DHEC) – Level 7 

 
The DESRA has been taught for several years in both French and English and leads to the same state 
recognition. 
The DHEC will also be offered in English starting from the 2025–2026 academic year. 
 
The institution also provides long professional training programs, certified by France Compétences 
and registered with the RNCP: 

• Film and audiovisual production manager (Level 6) 
• Audiovisual / film editor (Level 5) 
• Camera operator (Level 5) 

 
Short professional training courses are also offered in partnership with companies in the audiovisual 
industry, including: 

• Netflix: training in dubbing immersion (dubbing, audio description, etc.) 
• Amazon Prime: post-production management 
• ARRI Alexa: ESRA is the first certified French training center authorized to teach this camera 

(courses available in French and English) 
• Dolby Atmos 
• Wwise 
• Pro Tools 101/110–201/210 

 
The ecosystem in which ESRA operates is dynamic and contributes to the development of French 
cinema and its expansion across Europe and internationally. 
Each year, the Île-de-France Region allocates around €25 million to support more than 170 works 
(films, festivals, screenwriters, young filmmakers, etc.). In 2025, new funding initiatives were 
launched for international cinema and for film production in the region, as well as grants supporting 



film completion and writing for cinema and audiovisual works. 
The region is the leading French territorial authority in financing the sector and also supports 
international co-productions through the International Support Fund (FDSI). 
 
France has a long tradition in cinema: the cinematograph was invented and the first film screenings 
were organized by the Lumière brothers in France in 1895. The country possesses a rich cinematic 
heritage, with a diversity of genres, themes, directors, and renowned actors who have shaped and 
continue to shape film history. In recent decades, French cinema has remained one of the world’s 
leading national cinemas. 
 
Cinema also plays an important role in promoting the French language through film works. (Sources: 
Géoconfluences and Sorbonne). 
 
At the national level, one reason for the long-term success of French cinema is the continuous 
support of the government and the CNC, enabling the sector to evolve and respond to new cultural, 
social, and environmental challenges while maintaining France’s leading position in the international 
artistic landscape. 
 
International influence is also reflected in numerous co-productions and foreign investments in 
French productions. In 2023, the three main co-production regions with France were Western 
Europe, North America, and Central and Eastern Europe (Source: CNC). 
The audiovisual industries (cinema, television, animation), music, and live performance thrive in 
France and worldwide. They inspire audiences and bring together talents, nationalities, and diverse 
creative universes. These industries create bridges between cultures, encourage international 
collaboration, and foster intercultural dialogue. 
 
Interculturality is strongly present at ESRA. For the 2024–2025 academic year, the institution 
welcomed students from around the world through individual mobility: 

• 32 nationalities in programs taught in French 
• 36 nationalities in the English-language program 

Examples include students from Germany, the Netherlands, Sweden, Luxembourg, Poland, Serbia, 
Romania, Ukraine, Switzerland, Turkey, Hungary, Lithuania, Sudan, Nigeria, India, China, the United 
States, Australia, Panama, Mexico, Colombia, Nepal, and others. 
This cultural diversity has been a hallmark of the school for many years, and ESRA is committed to 
preserving and developing it. 
 
The Erasmus+ program will allow ESRA to: 

• Expand cultural horizons; 
• open to new countries through Key Action 131 and 171 programs. 
• Continue strengthening intercultural exchange ; 
• bring new artistic perspectives to unite students through a universal language: image, sound, 

and shared emotion. 
• expand networks and create new academic and professional opportunities for students 

wishing to gain international experience. 
• involve faculty and administrative staff in ESRA’s development projects while enhancing their 

linguistic and international experience. 
• develop a network of partner companies in the audiovisual industry across Europe and 

internationally. 
• enhance teachers’ pedagogical and technical expertise, bringing added value and innovation. 
• improve administrative staff skills through observation of partners’ practices. 
• create ambassadors of internationalization among staff, faculty, and students. 
• promote ESRA’s expertise at local, regional, national, European, and international levels. 



   

  

 

 

DECLARATION DE STRATEG 
This includes: 

• collaborative projects (co-creation of audiovisual or musical content, European seminars, 
etc.); 

• Double degree programs; 
• participation in international festivals to showcase student productions. 
• collaboration between researchers from partner institutions. 
• inviting professionals and academics to advisory boards and the future “Think Tech” project. 

The Erasmus+ program represents a major opportunity to promote ESRA and extend its visibility 
among European and international peers and students, positioning it as a reference institution in its 
field. 
 
Student Mobility – Studies and Internships (SMS-SMT) 
ESRA programs systematically include international mobility. Students must complete an internship 
mobility of 4 months (16 weeks) during their studies in the following programs: 

• DESRA – Level 6 
• DESTS – Level 6 
• DESFA – Level 6 
• DHEC – Level 7 

The school also plans to introduce study mobility periods (long or short) and implement Hybrid 
Intensive Programs (BIP) for some programs. These hybrid formats will allow students to test short 
mobility experiences as a stepping stone toward longer mobility. 
These programs will use innovative teaching methods, including virtual components, and will be 
based on collaborative challenges among international and interdisciplinary teams working in 
English. 
 
Staff Mobility (STA-STT) 
Short-term mobility (2–5 days) will be offered to administrative and teaching staff, including 
incoming mobility. Dedicated BIP programs will focus on topics such as inclusion, digitalization, and 
eco-responsibility in the fields of image and sound. 
These initiatives will enable the exchange of best practices with partner institutions and strengthen 
the alignment between academic programs and labor market needs, improving graduate 
employability. 
 
Partnership Projects (Key Action 2) 
ESRA also plans to develop an Erasmus Mundus Joint Master Degree through its future academic 
network to attract international talent and increase the visibility of its campuses and programs. 
The ESRA Group also aims to create a strategic partnership with two other program countries and the 
Action Enfance Foundation to allow children access to education and introduce them to audiovisual 
and cinema professions. 
 
 


